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In this connexion it is worth while to remember that at The
Rome the Flamen Dialis was bound to vacate his priesthood
on the death of his wife, the Flaminica.1 The rule would and his
be intelligible if the Flaminica had originally been the more
important functionary of the two, and if the Flamen held
office only by virtue of his marriage with her.2 Elsewhere
I have shown reason to suppose that he and his wife repre-
sented an old line of priestly kings and queens, who played
the parts of Jupiter and Juno, or perhaps rather Dianus and
Diana, respectively.8 If the supposition is correct, the custom
which obliged him to resign his priesthood on the death
of his wife seems to prove that of the two deities whom they
personated, the goddess, whether named Juno or Diana, was
indeed the better half. But at Rome the goddess Juno
always played an insignificant part; whereas at Nemi her
old double, Diana, was all-powerful, casting her mate, Dianus
or Virbius, into deep shadow. Thus a rule which points to
the superiority of the Flaminica over the Flamen, appears to
indicate that the divine originals of the two were Dianus
and Diana rather than Jupiter and Juno ; and further, that if
Jupiter and Juno at Rome stood for the principle of father-
kin, or the predominance of the husband over the wife,
Dianus and Diana at Nemi stood for the older principle of
mother-kin, or the predominance of the wife in matters of
inheritance over the husband. If, then, I am right in holding
that the kingship at Rome was originally a plebeian institu-
tion and descended through women,4 we must conclude that
the people who founded the sanctuary of Diana at Nemi
were of the same plebeian stock as the Roman kings, that
they traced descent in the female line, and that they
worshipped a great Mother Goddess, not a great Father God.
That goddess was Diana; her maternal functions are abun-
dantly proved by the votive offerings found at her ancient
shrine among the wooded hills.5 On the other hand, the
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